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Disparities in Obstetric and Gynecology





It’s not race.  It’s racism. 

Race is not a risk factor for health disparities  

Racism is a major cause of health disparities 



“Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it.”

Philosopher George Santayana



The birth and legitimization of Modern 
Gynecology is deeply and painfully 

intertwined with the enslavement and 
objectification of Black women 



Illustration of Dr. J. Marion Sims with Anarcha by Robert Thom. Pearson Museum, Southern Illinois University School of Medicine



Prominent Medical Doctors Experimented on the 
Bodies of Enslaved Black Women

• Ephraim McDowell – the “Father of the Ovariotomy”

• John Peter Mettauer - the first American physician to 

perform a successful plastic surgery

• François Marie Prevost - the “Father of the Cesarean 

Section”






